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Register Now for Medicare Made Simple!
7 Hours of Continuing Education from MCA
Saturday, May 22, 2010
BWI Hilton Garden Inn
Baltimore, MD
co-sponsored by Anabolic Laboratories
The continued need for more Medicare documentation training for chiropractic offices
remains painfully clear. The number of DCs receiving requests for records has tripled.
Not only is Medicare important in chiropractic practices throughout the nation, but the
Medicare program, and certain policies/procedures it uses, serves as a model for many
other insurer programs. Doctors of Chiropractic cannot afford to not understand this
program! This comprehensive training seminar has been designed specifically for
Maryland Doctors of Chiropractic and their staff. It provides the most accurate and
current information available to help you get it right.
Guest Speaker Susan McClelland, BS, FICC has helped train Doctors of Chiropractic
and their staff throughout the country for over 20 years on a range of complex topics
including coding, insurance, clinical documentation and, of
course, Medicare. She has maintained a successful practice in
Virginia even longer by handling all aspects of patient care and
clinic management and has she played an integral role on the American Chiropractic Association’s Medicare, Coding,
Documentation and other committees as well as developing educational programs, teaching, and training the trainers.
Quite possibly the best instructor around on the subjects of Medicare and Coding in the chiropractic office, you can
always depend on Ms. McClelland to be up-to-date with the constant changes in the Medicare system and to be doing
it - and teaching it - the right way.
Topics to be covered as part of this CE event include: The difference between being Par and Non-Par • Billing the
Patient - allowables, limiting charge, full fee, etc. • Billing the Carrier - coding, modifiers, claim requirements, etc. • Quality Measures - what
they are, why they are important, and how to report them • Medicare as Secondary - when and how • Understanding the difference between
Acute, Chronic, and Maintenance care • The Dreaded ABN - its purpose and proper use • Documentation Requirements - what is required •
Maryland’s LCD - what it is and what it means • Documentation Reviews - what they are, what they mean, and what you need to do • The Appeals Process - what to do if your active care is denied • OIG Compliance - suggestions to help avoid fraud and abuse charges • plenty of time
for your questions!

The MCA expects this event to fill up fast so don’t wait, register now! More details and registration information
can be found at www.marylandchiro.com.

Maryland Chiropractic Association
720 Light Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-625-1155
FAX: 410-752-8295
E-MAIL: MCA@assnhqtrs.com
www.marylandchiro.com
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How often do you hear that question from your patients? Or even your colleagues? Before
becoming more involved with the MCA, my answer would have been, “What difference
does it make? I still have to get dressed in the morning, go to work and provide for my
family.” If we all had that attitude, we would wake up one day and find that work has
become very different and we cannot provide for our families. While I have not read
through the two thousand plus pages of text in this bill, I have been paying close attention
to what our national organizations and state leaders are saying. From a national standpoint, there are supposed to be more inclusions for chiropractors, such as involvement
with insurance companies that may have discriminated against chiropractic in the past.
Also, there is specific mention of chiropractic in local and national groups, such as the
National Health Care Workforce Commission.
From a state prospective, as health care practitioners in Maryland, we are considered by
most from other states as fortunate, due to the ground work already formatted into this
state through many of the state funded programs. According to the Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene Secretary John Colmers, we are far above other states in funding for the new programs that will be coming out, due to money from other discontinued
Maryland programs being used to fund new initiatives.
While there is still a huge degree of uncertainty, there will be things you can do as a
practitioner to prepare yourself for Health Care Reform. The MCA is dedicated to looking
out for the interest of chiropractors in the state of Maryland. It will be the members who
are the most informed. It will be the active members who excel in the new and different
climate, making more informed decisions on the path they chose to take their practice.
Health Care Reform is just the tip of the iceberg. There are many more issues to be aware
of and dealt with. What about unfair reimbursement rates? What about unfair fee
schedules for chiropractors doing the same service as another health care professionals
and being paid less? Our board is committed to providing answers to these questions and
more for our state’s chiropractors.
I recently sat down with a relatively new doctor of chiropractic and summarized the last
two weeks activities that I, and more importantly, the board was involved in. From
conference calls to meetings to more calls and more meetings, all in the interest of
preserving and advancing chiropractic in the state of Maryland. His response was,
“Wholly Sh---! In the last two weeks? Thank you for doing all that. I NEVER KNEW…”
My response was “now you know.” To those who spent HOURS over the last month
pushing and fighting for the benefit of all DC’s in Maryland, THANK YOU! For those
who are members, contributing in some way, thank you. For those who are not members
and pick up this newsletter, it is not too late to get involved.
Much like the Baltimore Ravens, we are preparing for a new season. And if we go into the
season with the same team, we will get the same results. For us to get better, we need to
grow. Our strength as an organization will come in numbers.
Sincerely,

Alan K. Sokoloff, DC, D.A.C.B.S.P.
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American Chiropractic Association
Names William K. O’Connell
Executive Vice President
The American Chiropractic Association (ACA) Board
of Governors today announced the hiring of William K.
O’Connell as its new Executive Vice President (EVP) effective
March 15, 2010. O’Connell succeeds Kevin Corcoran, who left
the association in May 2009.
“After an exhaustive search, I am pleased to announce the
appointment of Bill O’Connell as the association’s next EVP.
His extensive background in association leadership makes him a
natural fit at the helm of ACA,” said Dr. Mario Spoto, chairman
of ACA’s Board of Governors. “On behalf of the entire board, I
want to express how glad we are to have Bill with us as we look
forward to new levels of success, which will benefit doctors of
chiropractic and their patients.”

Partners
Pavilion

Saluting MCA’s 2010 Partners!

Gold Partner

Alternative Medicine
Integration
www.alternativemedicineint.com

Most recently, O’Connell served as executive director of
government affairs at the National Safety Council. His
achievements there include gaining the support of congressional
staff for authorization bills and appropriation initiatives,
managing issues and key relationships with executive branch staff
and appointees, and forging partnerships in coalitions of
like-minded organizations to advance shared legislative interests.
Additionally, O’Connell has served as a senior executive with the
American Board of Anesthesiology, the American Osteopathic
Association and the American Dietetic Association, which has
prepared him to face the challenges and opportunities that the
chiropractic profession must address in the changing health
care environment.
Go to www.acatoday.org/press_css.cfm?CID=3842 to read the
full article.

Thanks to
MCA Supporters
MCA has a Supporting Membership category for suppliers of goods
and services. We encourage you to consider the following 2010
Supporting Members when making purchases. Support those that
support YOU!

Alternative Medicine Integration
Linda R. Eldridge
847-433-9947
Anabolic Laboratories, Inc.
Bryan Miller
410-296-7574
CaerVision
Roger Smith, D.C.
888-841-2237
Medical Claims Management, Inc.
Victoria Baublitz
410-879-9013

Silver Partner

National Integrated Health Associates
Katherine Shegrud
202-237-7000

Anabolic Laboratories, Inc.
www.anaboliclabs.com

Nutri-West Mid Atlantic
Nadine Carrick
302-478-5090
Plymouth Bell Laboratories
Marc Cienkowski
215-646-8436
MCA Journal |

3

MCA Legislative Report

By Dr. Donald Hirsh, MCA Legislative Committee Chair and Ashlie Bagwell, Lobbyist, Alexander and Cleaver
The 2010 Legislative Session ended up being surprisingly
busy for the Maryland Chiropractic Association. Overall, we
monitored almost seventy bills on your behalf. Unlike past years,
there was no legislation of any significance aimed at reforming
the overall health care delivery system in Maryland. Recognizing
early in the year that federal health care reform was eminent,
legislators that otherwise would have been pushing for broader
reform-type legislation focused their energy on other issues.
This year, we did not pursue any proactive legislation. This does
not mean that we were not busy. On the contrary, we had several
balls in the air even in the last hours of session.
One of our priorities was to ensure passage of Senate Bill
291, introduced by Senator Joan Carter Conway, and its
crossfile, House Bill 114, which was introduced by Delegate
Shirley Nathan-Pulliam. This bill streamlined some of the
administrative processes of the health occupations boards, and
in the words of one of the bill sponsors, provided for fairness
and predictability in the board disciplinary process. This bill
underwent much work at the sub-committee level last year but
simply ran out of time in the final days of session. This year,
the bill’s sponsors were determined to pass the bill, as were the
committee members who spent so much time working on the
bill last year. It passed both houses easily. Congratulations to
Marc Cohen and the others who put a lot of time and energy
into this legislation.
We also spent quite a bit of time battling Senate Bill 485/
House Bill 325. This bill, introduced by Senator Munson
(R-Washington County) and Delegate John Donaghue
(D-Washington County), would have, among other things, lifted
the prohibition on using x-rays for physical therapists. While
we supported the majority of the changes suggested in the
legislation, we simply could not support lifting this prohibition
as physical therapists’ current level of training does not provide
them the training necessary to be able to take and/or read x-rays.
The bill passed the House with an amendment that changed the
prohibition on ‘using x-rays’ to a prohibition on ‘taking x-rays,’
while the Senate passed the bill that completely restored the
prohibition. We supported the latter, but opposed the former
because we felt this amendment still did not address our concerns
completely. While a conference committee typically irons these
kinds of differences out, that didn’t happen in this particular
instance since the Senate conferees weren’t even named until
well after 11 p.m. on Sine Die. In the end, the bill died.
We weighed in on a few additional bills, including legislation
that would allow for assignment of benefits. This legislation (SB
314/HB147), sponsored by Senator Garagiola (D-Montgomery
Co) and Delegate Dan Morhaim (D-Baltimore Co.), originally
addressed only the assignment of benefits for physicians.
However, on the last weekend of session, when the bill was
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thought to be dead, it rose from the ashes and became one of the
most far reaching pieces of legislation for health professionals
that we have seen in 17 years. In a nutshell, it rewrote how
providers are going to get paid if they choose to accept
assignment of benefits from an insurer as a non-participating
provider. Since the intent of this legislation has always been to
rebalance the tug of war between providers and health insurers,
time will tell whether this has been accomplished. Nonetheless
this clearly moves the pendulum back toward the provider in that
relationship. The bill includes many other provisions. Once the
amended version of the bill is available online, we will forward
it to you so that you can carefully review the details.
Lastly, the Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act (BRFA)
that passed contained a provision that required all Health
Occupation Boards to transfer approximately 3% of their budget
to the general fund for Maryland. The Boards were made aware
of this provision long before the session started and they were
able to make budgetary adjustments. As a result, they will not
need to asses the chiropractors or massage therapists nor raise or
fees at this time.

Next Steps
Because the PT bill didn’t pass this year, we should anticipate
that it will be back next year. During the interim, then, we should
plan on discussing this issue further in order to put together a
well thought out plan of action. We should assume that we will
be asked again for alternative language, so we should also
consider whether or not that’s a possibility.
We have also been discussing several insurance-related issues,
including whether or not third party administrators can require
out-of-network providers to do utilization reviews. We will
continue our work on these issues, which will include meeting
with key staff with the Maryland Insurance Administration.
With the passage of federal legislation in March, the Governor
took swift action by signing an Executive Order creating the
Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council. This
Council will advise the administration on policies and
procedures to implement the recent and future federal health care
reform legislation as efficiently and effectively. It is likely we’ll
see legislation stemming from their work next year. We will
continue to monitor this Council’s progress and will keep
you updated.
MCA members have always taken advantage of the many
Policymaker lunches that Alexander & Cleaver hosts,
including our most recent one with Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene Secretary John Colmers. We hope you will
continue to participate in these and other special events.

The 2010 legislative session is finished and the legislative committee has been very active regarding several bills. One of which was
the PT bill that would have allowed Physical Therapists to take x-rays. We opposed this bill and that provision was removed. Our
PAC activities have enabled the legislative committee members to be more easily recognized as they meet with our representatives in
Annapolis about these important issues. Your dollars help to open doors. The political fundraising season now starts as the legislative
session ends. As always, we need people to attend fundraising events. If you can eat, have a drink and talk about what we do; you
would make a good attendee. If you are interested in attending an event in your area and having CPAC buy the ticket, please contact
me via email at nbcohen@spinesportscenter.com. Thanks!

President

($1,000 or more per year)

Dr. Keith Scott
Governor
($500 - $999)

Dr. Lisa Bailes
Dr. John W. DeMaio
Dr. Stephen H. Wander

Senator
($365 - $499)

Dr. Raymond Barry
Dr. Audie Klingler
Dr. James LeVan
Dr. Ian Newman
Dr. Beth Tedesco

Delegate ($100 - $364)
Dr. Kathryn Alexander
Dr. R. Reeve Askew
Dr. Greg Belcher
Dr. F. Keen Blaker
Dr. Chad Blaker
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Dr. Kevin Brown
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Dr. Thomas Chaney
Dr. Neil B. Cohen
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Dr. Lucinda Mitchell
Dr. Deborah Morrone
Dr. Jonathan Nou
Dr. Giuseppe Nunnari
Dr. Brian Paris
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Dr. Anthony Ricci
Dr. Michele Rosenberg
Dr. Scott Samson
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Dr. Ronda L. Sharman
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Dr. Young-Sung Song
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Dr. Norman Spector
Dr. Jeffrey Wallace
Dr. Ronel Williams
Dr. Daniel Wise
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Dr. Mahmoud Zai-Shakeri

Member ($25-99)
Dr. Daniel Alexander
Dr. Susan Bates
Dr. Stephanie Chaney
Dr. Andrew Choi
Dr. Stewart Falk
Dr. Michael Fedorczyk
Dr. Richard Fidanza
Dr. Eric Fisher
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ICA News: International Chiropractors Association Expresses Grave
Concern for Public Safety Over New Mexico Chiropractic Scope
Expansion into Pharmaceutical Prescription and Administration
The International Chiropractors
Association (ICA) has been asked
by members in New Mexico to
become involved in the pending
implementation of a legislative
action that has the potential of
fundamentally changing the nature
of chiropractic practice as well as
confusing the public and possibly
placing the public at risk at the hands of a new category
of provider. Under the statute an “advanced chiropractic
practitioner” is a chiropractic practitioner who, (D.) has
completed a minimum of ninety clinical and didactic contact
course hours in pharmacology, pharmacognosy, medication
administration and toxicology certified by an examination
from an institution of higher education approved by the
board and the New Mexico
medical board;…may prescribe,
administer and dispense herbal
medicines, vitamins, minerals,
enzymes, glandular products,
naturally derived substances,
protomorphogens, live cell
products, gerovital, amino acids,
dietary supplements, foods for
special dietary use, bioidentical
hormones sterile water, oxygen,
epinephrine and vapocoolants. A
formulary shall be developed by the New Mexico Medical
Board and the board of pharmacy.”

“

healing, free from the complications and errors of the current
medical and drug-based system of health care.
The New Mexico law change represents a major paradigm
shift for the chiropractic profession. Since its founding
more than 80 years ago, the ICA has consistently held
that chiropractic is and should remain a drugless science
and practice. The chiropractic profession has likewise
established a powerful consensus on the issue of chiropractic
as a drugless science. The testing of the National Board of
Chiropractic Examiners (NBCE) does not include testing for
the credentialing of the practice of medicine. The Chiropractic
Paradigm www.chirocolleges.org/paradigm_scope_practice.
html developed by the Association of Chiropractic Colleges
(ACC) and endorsed by every chiropractic organization in
the United States identifies chiropractic practice as being
drug-free. The World
Federation of Chiropractic
(WFC) expressly states:
“Chiropractic is a health
care discipline which
emphasizes the inherent
recuperative power of the
body to heal itself without
the use of drugs or surgery.”
To further highlight this
global consensus, the
WFC, in its comprehensive
chiropractic “Identity
Consultation” www.wfc.org/website/images/wfc/docs/as_tf_
final_rept-Am_04-29-05_001.pdf agreed: Patients managed
principally by spinal adjustment, other manual treatments,
exercise and patient education. Without the use of drugs and
surgery, enabling patients to avoid these wherever possible.

Now is the time for the vital
center of the chiropractic
profession to be proactive,
outspoken and act to preserve
the profession’s strongest asset.

ICA, while fully recognizing the wherewithal for any state
legislature to act as it sees fit on behalf of its citizens, believes
that this change is in neither the best interests of the public in
New Mexico nor the chiropractic profession nationally.
Public safety is in question: The authority to prescribe and
administer medications has traditionally been understood
under the law as the practice of medicine. ICA holds that any
member of the public, when interacting with any health care
professional, has the right to expect that that professional
has been trained and qualified at the highest level. We do not
believe that this policy change provides that protection.
Public understanding of chiropractic as a true alternative
to drug-based approaches is in jeopardy: At a time when
national headlines are filled with stories about medical errors
and the popular culture is searching for better, safer and more
natural care pathways, the incorporation of drugs into popular
understanding of chiropractic is counterproductive and will
only serve to undermine the profession-wide efforts underway
to break through to the public with a clear understanding of
chiropractic as a separate and distinct approach to health and
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”

Action is needed to avoid damaging chiropractic
nationwide: ICA urges all organizations and institutions
within the chiropractic profession to take a stand on this
issue, supporting the maintenance of chiropractic as a drugfree profession, clearly distinct from the practice of medicine
and to oppose the tiering of the chiropractic profession as is
established in the New Mexico statute. ICA strongly urges
the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners (NBCE) to
not give this initiative credibility by the establishment of any
national exam to be used for the purposes of prescribing drugs
and practicing medicine.
Now is the time for the vital center of the chiropractic
profession to be proactive, outspoken and act to preserve the
profession’s strongest asset; its status as a separate and distinct
approach to health and healing, without the application of
drugs or surgery. It is the right thing to do!
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Classifieds

To place a classified ad in the MCA Journal, please contact Molly Baldwin at mollybaldwin@assnhqtrs.com or call 410-625-1155.
DC Looking to Be Hired - I am looking for an associate position or office coverage. DC/PT license PT/FT. Several years experience in wellness and PI offices, available
immediately. Contact Dr. Jai at 410-419-1440 or 443-919-5733. (5/10)
Chiropractic Assistant Wanted - Licensed CA preferred, needed in Perry Hall, MD. Full-time preferred, part-time considered. Apply in person at Potomac Pain Center,
Chiropractic & Physical Therapy, 9309 Belair Road. Non-licensed applicants considered. Email inquiries to jwhite@potomacpain-center.com. (5/10)
Billing Assistant Wanted - Billing/collection and/or Front Desk assistant needed in Perry Hall, MD. Experience in billing/front desk preferred but will train the right person.
Apply in person at 9309 Belair Road. Email inquiries to jwhite@potomacpain-center.com. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – Family practice in Annapolis looking for an Associate Dr. Doctor must be motivated and ready to work, learn and grow with our team. Minimum two year
commitment. Salary plus bonus. Send resume to tchaney@yahoo.com. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – Associate D.C. wanted who is capable of learning how to run a highly-profitable, high-volume clinic. Must be outgoing, personable, hard working and
willing to learn. Salary plus bonuses and benefits. Call Dr. Tim Gober at 443-725-4930 and fax resume/CV to 443-725-4933. (8/10)
Associate Wanted – Supervising Chiropractor with PT priv. wanted for office located in a Maryland suburb of DC. Great benefits, high-end starting salary based on experience.
Send CV to Susan Z. at susan.z523@gmail.com. (8/10)
Associate Wanted – Family practice in Timonium, MD is looking for a FT associate Doctor with PT privileges who is passionate about chiropractic. Please e-mail resume to
drballenger@verizon.net or FAX to 410-252-6809 Attn: Dr. Ballenger. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – Looking for doctor for family practice, Towson area. Excellent salary, bonus and benefits. MD license with PT. Contact: spector_chiropractic@yahoo.com,
410-299-3495, www.spectorchiropractic.com. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – Join our team. DC / PT privileges, energetic, motivated, good manual adjusting skills needed for busy Takoma Park practice. Lucrative compensation
package. Fax resume to Larry (301) 929 -0245 or email to Larry@smartmed1.com. (7/10)
Associate Wanted – Baltimore County: Full time, must have PT license. Salary plus bonus. Includes MCA dues, malpractice, health, retirement plan, educational credits. Call
Dr. Goldwasser @ 410-484-6718 or e-mail carneychiropracticcenterllc@verizon.net. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – For DeMaio Family Chiropractic Bowie office. Must have PT privileges with a background or interest in physical rehabilitation protocols. Salary,
incentives and benefits. Email Adam Santavicca, CBay Advisory Group a cover letter and resume to adam@cbayadvisory.com. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – Great opportunity for a Chiropractor in a well established Rehab Wellness Center. We are located in Columbia, Maryland. Unique and excellent
opportunity. Please fax resume to 410-510-1200. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – We are looking for an associate chiropractor 1-2 afternoons per week and for intermittent coverage. Please contact Dr. Lerman at 410-978-7414. Thank
you. (5/10)
Associate Wanted – We are a busy and growing chiropractic office in Westminster that is looking for an eager to succeed associate. Please call Dr. Wallace to discuss the
position, compensation and benefits package. 410-790-1335 or jnwchiro@aol.com. (5/10)
Associates/Partners/Independent Contractors Wanted - Expanding multi-DC clinic in Baltimore. Large organized family practice looking for chiropractors to treating patients
or doing exclusively exams/consults. Full or part time. Additional clinic location planned for this year. Contact Dr. Huntington at 443-524-6604 or
drerichuntington@aol.com. (5/10)
Chiropractic Office Coverage – Dedicated Chiropractor needed to take-over established Rockville office: Current chiropractor gone from the office for 2-3 years. Send resume
to 301-231-4901 (fax), deals@davegagner.com. (5/10)
Chiropractic Office Coverage – “Leave your patients in the Best of Hands!” Book now for the summer. Supvr/PT/Laser. Insured, Exp/Lic. since 1986, Multi-Techniques.
Refs. Will travel. Call Dr. Joe Nunnari (cell) 240-731-0264 or drjoe.dc@verizon.net. (5/10)
Chiropractic Office Coverage – 22 years private practice experience. Professional and reliable. Call early to reserve your dates. Richard Hoffman, office: 410-668-2266, cell:
410-979-9766. (5/10)
Chiropractic Office Coverage – Licensed, experienced, and insured DC with PT privileges. Please contact at 410-901-2903 or dredachiro@bcctv.net. (8/10)
New Medical Office Building Available - In Harford County. 30,000 square foot facility. 15.57 acres adjacent to Humane Society of Harford County. Build to suit with long
term lease. Funding is in place. Please contact Harold Gill (301) 622-4257. All inquiries will be answered. (5/10)
For Sale - Traction table, stationary PT tables, Relax-O movable tables, Orthopod, back swing, stools, movable metal carts, chairs (4). Please contact Silvia 410-838-2450.
Free office furniture as well, call for details. (6/10)
For Sale - Equipment for Sale - X-Ray Machine (1991) Universal Unimatic 325, Processor Konica QX70 - both are in storage ready for installation. 6K. Contact Dr. Chaney
at tchaney@yahoo.com. (5/10)
For Sale - Axiom DRX 9000 Non Surgical Spinal Decompression System, Five Chiropractic Tables, Stem Therapy machines, and office equipment. Please call Warren at
443-262-9316. (5/10)
For Sale - Spinalign Intersegmental Traction Table, Model ASH-7000. Great condition, rarely used. Green. $1,500 OBO. 5 Tier Open Shelf X-ray file unit. Light Gray. $300
OBO. Contact: drchshaw@verizon.net or 410-357-4889. (5/10)

