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Does the FTC’s New “Red Flag” Rule
Apply to Health Care Providers?
On May 1, the Federal Trade Commission’s “Red Flag” Rules will take effect. The Rule requires businesses, including heath care practices
that provide a service or product and who extend credit or defer payment, to implement an identity theft warning or “Red Flag” Program. The
program must be designed to:
1.) Identify the kinds of red flags that are relevant to your practice;
2.) Explain your process for detecting them;
3.) Describe how you’ll respond to red flags to prevent theft; and
4.) Spell out how you’ll keep your program current.
Over nine million Americans become victims of identity theft each year, 4.5% of which involve the use of a victim’s name and insurance
information to undergo medical care. Not only does this crime place a toll on an already over-burdened health care provider, the victims of
identity theft may find their needed benefits exhausted or their health records dangerously inaccurate.
The Rule applies to anyone who is a “creditor” according to a specific definition, or who maintains a “covered account.” A creditor, according to the
rule, is anyone who regularly defers payment for the purchase of goods and services, or who arranges for the extension of credit.
If you bill patients at some time later than the time of service or for the balance of their bill after being paid by their insurance carrier, you are a
creditor. Some of us help our patients get credit to use for their services in our offices.
If we do, we are creditors and must also comply with the Rule.
On the other hand, if you are always paid your fee before or at the time of service,
you are not a creditor. Unfortunately, if you maintain covered accounts, you must still
comply with these new rules.
A covered account is an account that allows for multiple payments or transactions, or
any account with a reasonable foreseeable risk of identity theft. In the opinion of
Steven Toporoff, an attorney with the FTC division of Privacy and Identity Protection, patient accounts are generally considered a “covered account” under this Rule.
Finally, Eileen Harrington, acting director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection of
the FTC writes in her letter to the AMA, “The FTC staff believes that professionals,
including physicians, who regularly bill their clients, customers, or patients for their
services after those services are rendered, are “creditors” under the Equal Credit
Opportunity Act.”

Important Announcement
Watch for an email from the MCA regarding the new FTC Red Flag Regulations. We
will all need to comply or face stiff penalties. We are providing a special program to
help you comply quickly and easily. It includes a few short video presentations recorded in high definition with Power Point slides to teach you everything you will need to
know. We will also provide worksheets to take you step-by-step through the process
of developing and implementing your program. If you missed our announcement, visit
our Web site to watch a preview or to sign up.

Welcome New Members
ACTIVE MEMBERS
Joseph Del Rosso, DC
Ellicott City, Md.
Mark Fedorczyk, DC
Frederick, Md.
Ryan Sangkyun, DC
Ellicott City, Md.

CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT
Nicole Higgens
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Mindy Judd
Cumberland, Md.
Monica White
Aberdeen, Md.
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I want to thank all of you who attended this years Spring CE Forum in Baltimore. The
turn-out was fantastic and the presentations were well received by all in attendance. This
year’s visit by our Board of Examiners was both enlightening and exciting. I thought one
of our doctors had a death wish the way he was arguing on and on with some of the
board members.

We also took time to recognize Charlie Cooper for just a few of the amazing things he
has done for our profession during his career. I was honored to be able to give Charlie the
MCA’s “Lifetime Achievement Award” at last year’s fall convention and because of the
large turn-out this year, felt it appropriate to mention him again. I was especially touched
by your spontaneous standing ovation. I had to end my comments about Charlie mid-way.
If you recall Charlie’s words “I have never shed a tear, but at this moment I am crying
inside.” Thank you for giving him that. Remember, Charlie, in his younger years went
from state to state taking medical boards and passing them. The MDs would not have a
chiropractor passing their boards and so it was decided, Chiropractors would have their
own license. Charlie also played an integral role in determining if chiropractors in Maryland were going to be paid for the physical therapy they provided their patients. Imagine
what it would be like today if he had not been here. Charlie is quite a character. He reveals
bits and pieces of himself at his own pace. I am fortunate to have spent some time with
him and can tell you, he is not only one hell of a doctor, he is one of the most interesting
and amazing men I’ve ever met. One particular day, for no apparent reason, he decided to
share with me a few pages of his infamous “Journal.” It revealed how kind, considerate
and caring he is, not just throughout points in his life but throughout moments during
his weeks. I just can’t mention my good friend Charlie, without wanting to share his
amazing story with those of you who may not know him. We call ourselves “licensed
doctors” because of Charlie Cooper. Doesn’t that give you chills?
I didn’t start my message as a tribute to Charlie Cooper. I actually wanted to commend
Rhonda Sharman, for her fine work putting the most recent conventions together. Also,
I wanted to recognize her for the work she does helping those of us in trouble with Care
First get our act together. Great work Rhonda!

We Need Your Help
The MCA is looking for doctors who are willing to serve on our committee to help deliver
the practical portion of our CA Licensing Program. The committee will determine the
times they will make themselves available to meet with groups of CAs to work with physical therapy equipment and practice rehabilitation exercises. You can volunteer as little or
as much time as you are willing. We will provide guidance and step-by-step instructions
along with a checklist to record each student’s time and progress. If you would like to
help, please email Tim McKenna at timmckenna@assnhqtrs.com.

Tim McKenna
Associate Executive Director
Monica Shaner
Financial Manager
Erika Williams
Director of Communications

Molly Baldwin
Communications Assistant
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Dr. Richard Schmitt

Anabolic Laboratories Donates Proceeds from
“Chiropractic Perspective of Pharmaceuticals” CE Seminar
Bryan Miller (pictured right), regional representative for Anabolic Laboratories, LLC a manufacturer of professional clinical nutrition formulas, donated
the proceeds from the Maryland Chiropractic Association co-sponsored
continuing education program “Chiropractic Perspective of Pharmaceuticals”
at the annual Spring CE Forum luncheon. A $4,000 check was presented to CE
chairperson, Dr. Ronda Sharman (pictured right). The eight hour
program taught by Dr. David Seaman covered the most widely prescribed
drugs in comparison and contrast to researched nutritional protocols for major
health issues and disease states.
The course was designed to educate chiropractors on the rationale, protocols
and marketing efforts for the commonly prescribed medications. In addition,
the dietary and nutritional supplementation research and protocols used to
combat many of these same diseases were presented. Dr. Seaman’s background as both an associate professor and post-graduate faculty member,
national seminar and convention speaker, professional publication contributor
and author of the clinical text “Clinical Nutrition for Pain, Inflammation and Tissue Healing,” brought the expertise and presentation
skills necessary to cover the important and timely topic of modern pharmaceutical use and nutrition.

Thanks to
MCA Supporters
MCA has a Supporting Membership category for suppliers of goods
and services. We encourage you to consider the following 2009
Supporting Members when making purchases. Support those that
support YOU!

Partners
Pavillion

Alternative Medicine Integration
Linda R. Eldridge
847-433-9947

Saluting MCA’s 2009 Partners!

Anabolic Laboratories, Inc.
Bryan Miller
410-296-7574

Alternative Medicine Integration
www.alternativemedicineint.com

CaerVision
Roger Smith, D.C.
888-841-2237

Silver Partner

Nutri-West Mid Atlantic
Nadine Carrick
302-478-5090
Plymouth Bell Laboratories
Marc Cienkowski
215-646-8436

Gold Partner

Anabolic Laboratories, Inc.
www.anaboliclabs.com
Bronze Partner
Nutri-West Mid Atlantic
www.nutriwest.com/distrib/index.htm
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I’d like to thank all of those who support our PAC. The Political Action Committee and legislative committee has been following the
activities of the 90-day legislative session that just ended. The PAC is here to protect our rights to practice and get paid, and to secure our
future in Maryland. You may have noticed that your name no longer appears on the list of supporters. This list reflects the latest 12-month
period contributions only. So please, make a contribution and get back on the list and help protect our profession and your practice. Those
generous doctors listed below give CPAC, and through it the MCA, the ability to implement our legislative agenda and I thank them.
In particular I’d like to thank those at the top tiers whose generosity is an example to us all. Thanks! Let’s follow their example. As we
head into the post-session fundraising period, we need interested DCs to attend events and represent us. By attending fundraisers
for the legislators and other policy makers, we become familiar to them. The PAC is non-partisan, so your participation is welcome
regardless of your party preference. If you are interested in attending some of these events, please let me know. Again, my thanks to
Robin Shaivitz and Cas Taylor of Alexander-Cleaver and Molly Baldwin of the MCA for their invaluable assistance.

President

($1,000 or more per year)

Dr. Richard Schmitt
Dr. Keith Scott
Governor
($500 - $999)

Dr. Lisa Bailes
Dr. John V. DeMaio
Dr. Jay Greenstein
Dr. James LeVan
Dr. Michael Liebling
Dr. Brandon Steinbar
Dr. Beth Tedesco
Dr. Charles Thorn

Senator
($365 - $499)

Dr. Raymond Barry

Delegate ($100 - $364)
Dr. Kathryn Alexander
Dr. Reeve Askew
Dr. Greg Belcher
Dr. Chad Blaker
Dr. Keen Blaker
Dr. Chris Brandolini
Dr. Kevin Brown
Dr. Joanne Bushman
Nadine Carrick
Dr. Alcides Carrillo
Dr. Thomas Chaney
Dr. Samuel Charles
Dr. Louis Crivelli, II
Dr. Enid Cruise-Brooks
Dr. Neil Cohen
Dr. Robin Cohl
Dr. Denise Conner
Dr. Alan Cornfield
Dr. John Davidson
Dr. Nicholas Dezes
Dr. William Dolengo
Dr. Stewart Falk
Dr. Adam Fidel
Dr. Eric Fisher

Dr. Russell Antico
Dr. William Boro
Dr. Andrew Choi
Dr. Robert Cohl
Dr. Angela L.. Dotts
Dr. Richard Fidanza
Dr. David Fishkin
Dr. Denise Frederick
Dr. John Greenfeld

Dr. Robert Friedman
Dr. Nicole Ganz
Dr. Joel Goldwasser
Dr. Ronald Gillum
Dr. Anthony Hardnett
Dr. Paul Henry
Dr. Lisa Beth Hepfer
Dr. Donald Hirsh
Dr. Brandon Hollenberg
Dr. Eric Huntington
Dr. John Jennings
Dr. Cheryl Kalb
Dr. Jeffrey Kalkstein
Dr. John Kibby
Dr. Audie Klingler
Dr. David Koronett
Dr. Steven Lipschutz
Dr. Edwin Lipsitz
Dr. Thomas Lo
Dr. Stewart Loeb
Dr. Steve Mahoney
Dr. Douglas Miller
Dr. Lucinda J. Mitchell
Dr. Brian Morrison

Member ($25-99)
Dr. Eric Horne
Dr. Scott Irrgang
Dr. Daniel Kraus
Dr. Joshua Levin
Dr. Howard Lewis
Dr. Howard Lipman
Dr. Marlene Mahipat
Dr. Deborah Morrone

Dr. William Murphy
Dr. Jonathan Nou
Dr. Giuseppe Nunnari
Dr. Brian Paris
Dr. Karen Polichene
Dr. Robert Reier
Dr. Anthony Ricci
Dr. John Ring
Dr. Mark Roberts
Dr. Julie Rosenberg
Dr. Duane R. Sadula
Dr. Scott Samson
Dr. Richard Santangelo
Dr. Thomas Schreppler
Dr. Mark Shulman
Dr. Steven Silverston
Dr. Alan Sokoloff
Dr. David Sortiso
Dr. Jeffrey Wallace
Dr. Ronel Williams
Dr. Juliet Worley
Dr. Maria Yiassemides
Dr. Mahmoud Zai-Shakeri

Dr. Michael Nelson
Dr. Starr Parsons
Dr. Deborah Rayman
Dr. Carol Roberts
Dr. Thomas Shaw
Dr. Robert Silverman
Dr. Young-Sung Song
Dr. Stephen Wander
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Chiropractic in Brazil

Chiropractic Featured in
Consumer Reports

Many of you have been following the story of our
chiropractic brothers and sisters to the south in Brazil. For the
benefit of those who have not, let me give you a brief update
on the events that have been unfolding for the chiropractic
profession in that country.

The Consumer Reports Health Ratings Center recently
surveyed more than 14,000 subscribers who had lower-back
pain in the past year but had never had back surgery. Most of
the respondents tried five or six different treatments. They rated
the helpfulness of the treatments tried and their satisfaction with
the health care professionals visited. Fifty-eight percent of those
who tried chiropractic manipulation said it helped a lot, and 59
percent were “completely” or “very” satisfied with their chiropractor. Go to www.jeshaner.com/consumerreportschiro.pdf to
download and read the rest of this article.

By Jason R. Menges, DC

In 2008, the 90,000 PT’s under COFFITO began attempting
to railroad the 400 or so chiropractors represented by ABQ. In
essence, they are trying to make the practice of chiropractic
a subspecialty of physical therapy. To complicate matters,
they have been successful in utilizing federal
agents to assist them in their harassment
efforts. They have been pressuring Doctors
of Chiropractic to sign declarations that they
have been illegally practicing PT and forcing
them to cease practice.
This should remind many of you of the early
days of Chiropractic here in the U.S. when
many of our pioneers were jailed for
practicing “medicine” without a license.
The Brazilian DCs were granted a
hard-fought interim injunction to stop the
harassment recently, but still have “a long
fight ahead” according to ABQ President Dr.
Juliana Piva. Dr. Piva hopes to enact
favorable legislation in Brazil by working
with legislators in her country.
Here in Maryland, the MCA keeps very close
tabs on all legislation in Annapolis that could
potentially affect our profession either
positively or negatively and acts aggressively
to fend off attacks on our profession on a
regular basis.
Most of you reading this are already members
of the MCA and appreciate the work that is
done on your behalf by this Association. In
order to maintain the strength of the profession in Maryland, we need a strong and vital
group to both promote positive legislation and
defend against attacks, so thank you for your
participation, and if you know personally of
colleagues who are not members, please get
them involved as well.
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MCA Insurance Committee Report
By Dr. Bahareh Borhani, MCA Secretary

Our March meeting was pretty intense. It was difficult for me
to edit the information and decide what should make it to the
MCA newsletter for our members since there was an
abundance of information. The following are the major
highlights of our meeting:

Medicare:
Dr. Gober and Dr. Crivelli did a fantastic job covering the
major topics with regards to Medicare. Dr. Crivelli has joined
Dr. Gober in the subcommittee and attended the Medicare
CAC meeting in Feb ’09 and shared his report of the meeting.
The main focus of his report was the CERT (Comprehensive
Error Rate Testing) in which chiropractors rank the 3rd highest
nationally error. He reports feeling ashamed of this fact. I don’t
blame him! The average is 5% and chiropractors are at 15.3%
nationally. According to Dr. Crivelli, the number one factor
impacting the CERT% is the E&M codes followed by physical
therapy and chiropractic codes. Our committee is interested in
finding our local CERT % in the state of Maryland and perhaps
we can even find each provider’s CERT number individually.
I come to think of it as similar to our credit score. We don’t
want to have one of the worst credit scores as a profession,
now do we? Especially in these days! If we keep this up, no
one will ever take us seriously. He also touched on the appeal
process with Medicare. You have the right to appeal a denial
and the medical review process will take place accordingly,
which means more documents are requested. There is a 30 day
period in which you need to reply within, which in most cases
no documentation is ever submitted. If Medicare is given the
requested material then they have 60 days to respond to you.
The number for the appeals department is 1-866-488-0551.
The following is the list of top 10 Medicare rejections in the 1st
quarter of 2009:
1.) Health Insurance Claim Entitlement: Make sure your staff is
verifying the patient information and their benefits and entering
it correctly in your system. Should there be a problem with the
issued number on the card, have the patient contact the Social
Security at 1-800-772-1213.
2.) No performing PIN: must be entered in block 24J. Can not
use the legacy number instead.
3.) Referring physician identifier: required for physician orders
or referrals with their NPI number in block 17b.
4.) Incomplete physical exam info: must enter the initial
treatment date in box 14 and the date of the x-rays or the PART
exam in box 19. Don’t forget to use either letter A or R in your
PART format.
5.) Incorrect Health insurance claim number.
6.) Name and address of facility.
7.) Invalid/incomplete diagnosis: make sure you pick the correct primary and secondary diagnosis codes for the region of
complain. You can download the acceptable codes on the
following Web site: http://www.highmarkmedicareservices.
com/policy/mac-ab/127480-r4.html.
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8.) Missing/incomplete modifier.
9.) Invalid procedure code.
10.) NOC without narrative or description.
In addition, Dr. Gober reminds us of the new ABN form
(CMS-R-131) which must be used by March 1, 2009.
Did you know that the internet based enrollment is now
available, even for changing the practice location? Enrolling is
50% faster and easier. Check it out on www.highmarkmedicareservices.com and search under “internet based enrollment.”
As a reminder, the automatic cross-over from Highmark to
another insurance carrier is not so automatic after all.
Sometimes it takes place, sometimes it does not. Your staff can
ask about the cross-over when verifying benefits. In some cases
your patient needs to contact the insurance carrier to get the
cross-over set up.
We now have a new Highmark contact person, Laura Minter.
We look forward to working with her in the future.

BCBS:
Dr. Greenstein and Dr. Schmitt had a meeting with BCBS on
March 13, 2009 to discuss our reimbursement rating. AMI has
been very supportive and has played a positive role in this
matter. We will keep you posted on the outcome.

PI/WC:
Dr. Fedrozsyk is trying to establish a contact person within the
Department of Labor since there seems to be no one responding
back to the doctors when there is a problem with a claim. He
also urges the members to forward to him any copies of reports
you may receive from a reporting IME doctor with regards to
a patient or a case. Dr. Fedrozsyk is trying to build a library of
their style of reporting. It may come handy in a court case!

Miscellaneous:
Dr. Greenstein is now part of the Optum Health Chiropractic
Professional Affairs Commitee. He will be traveling to
Minnesota in early May to weigh-in the members concern with
regards to this network.
There is a class action law suit against certain insurances that
were not paying the non par practitioners for the services they
rendered. It seems as though a deeply flawed software which
is owned and operated by United Healthcare was being used
to decide what services were “usual and customary” and the
providers where getting paid accordingly. If you believe that
your office was not compensated fairly as a non par provider,
then you might want to contact the following attorney who is
handling such claims:

continued on next page

Jeffrey A. Leon
Freed & Weiss LLC
111 West Washington Street
Suite 1331
Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 855-2604 Direct
(312) 220-7777 FAX
jeff@freedweiss.com

Malcolm Professional Center – Office Space Available

Prime Westminster location, professional setting convenient to
major routes. Brick single story with ample parking. Glass
enclosed atria leading to units. Units A/B: 894 sq ft. each. Can
be combined to one large unit. Unit F: 955 sq ft. with waiting
rm/reception; 3 private offices; restroom; storage. 410-377-5226.

Dr. Spector had a report about the
importance of incorporating electronic
note taking in our practices. The MCA
will try to help gather information for its
members about how to make the change
in the future conventions. The advancement and integration of technology is
inevitable in the health care industry and
we need to get ready for it. It will help
reduce costs and speed reimbursements
from the insurance company to your
office. This is the way of the future!

Save theDate
Last Chance for Required
License Renewal CE Credits
Sunday, June 28, 2009
Holiday Inn Columbia
7900 Washington Blvd
Columbia, MD 20794
877-863-4780
Risk Management CE: 4 Hours
Infectious Diseases CE: 3 Hours
Tuition Fee:
Before 6/26 at noon		
MCA Members - $170		
Others - $215			
After 6/26 at noon
MCA Members - $190
Others - $235
*MCA members may use 2009
vouchers towards registration
MCA Journal |
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MCA Legislative Report
The following review of bills followed by the MCA during the 2009 General Assembly Session was provided by: Alexander & Cleaver (MCA
lobbying firm), Legislative Chairman Dr. Donald Hirsh, Ashlie Bagwell, Gary Alexander and Cas Taylor. We are thankful for their efforts as
well as those of our Legislative Committee, Acting General Council, Marc Cohen, Esq., Legislative Director Megan Mason and our esteemed
Executive Director, Tom Shaner.
With much of the 2009 General Assembly session focusing on addressing the state’s deficit and balancing the budget, health care related bills moved
very little. With provider shortages and lack of access to health care still a priority for many legislators, these issues will remain on the forefront during
the upcoming interim and next session. This year, we monitored approximately 50 bills on behalf of the MCA. While many of the health care providerfocused bills were the result of recommendations made by the Task Force on Health Care Access and Reimbursement, several bills attempted to further
expand access to health care for those Marylanders who are either uninsured or underinsured. We also worked diligently on the Maryland Athletic
Trainers Act, a bill that, as you know, has been around for close to a decade.
The AMI/MCA procurement partnership continues to be functioning in three arenas: CareFirst, Baltimore City and the State of Maryland.
Alexander & Cleaver, by the fact that it represents CareFirst as well as AMI/MCA has helped to accomplish great progress in the partnership
between AMI/MCA and CareFirst to the financial benefit of all parties. And that same partnership is on the verge of accomplishing our long awaited
goal of a state employees’ wellness program and contract with all three parties. In the coming months Alexander & Cleaver looks forward to this
effort resulting in ultimate success.
In addition to our statewide work, Alexander & Cleaver spent a considerable amount of time with AMI in Baltimore City advocating and promoting
a wellness benefit plan for city employees and their respective dependents. Over the course of late last year and this year, AMI briefed the Baltimore
City Deputy Mayor (Health), the City Council Public Safety and Health Committee and others on the benefits of wellness generally, and specifically
why AMI, with support and collaboration from the MCA, should be the entity to provide wellness benefits to Baltimore City employees. At the urging of AMI/MCA, the City Council President introduced a resolution calling for an informational hearing on wellness benefits. In December, AMI
testified at the hearing called by the Public Safety and Health Committee and received a unanimous vote in favor of reporting the resolution to the
full council. Soon thereafter, the resolution received full council support. Over the next few months, Alexander & Cleaver and AMI will continue to
work with Carefirst and the City of Baltimore to develop a viable program to support Baltimore’s desire to have a fully integrated wellness benefit
program for its residents.
SB 247/HB 173—Health Occupations—Maryland Athletic Trainers Act
Introduced by Sen. Jim Rosapepe (D-Prince George’s County/Anne Arundel County) and Del. Eric Bromwell, this bill licenses and regulates athletic
trainers in Maryland. We made it a priority to work closely with the Athletic Trainers’ Association to craft language that would not have negative scope
of practice implications for chiropractors. We also worked on an amendment that allowed chiropractors to supervise athletic trainers when and where
appropriate. Because this amendment, even included as uncodified language, would have killed the bill, we acquiesced with the understanding that we
would work with stakeholders during the interim in order to identify viable means, either through the upcoming regulatory process or through future
legislation, by which chiropractors could supervise athletic trainers. We should reach out to and work with these stakeholders, including the Athletic
Trainers Association and the Board of Physicians, during the summer.
SB 852—Health Insurance-Assignment of Benefits
This bill, introduced by Sen. Rob Garagiola (D-Montgomery), seeks to address an important issue that would help in ensuring timely reimbursements
to providers by insurance carriers. Unfortunately, this bill was amended heavily after the Attorney General’s office testified that they did not feel enough
information was available from other states, indicating whether or not a bill like this one would negatively impact network adequacy. As amended, the
bill would require carriers to disclose policies regarding assignment of benefits to subscribers both at enrollment and renewal. The bill also requires the
Joint Committee on Health Care Delivery and Financing to study the issue, with a report due by December, 2009. In the end, this bill did not pass. It is
highly likely that this bill will be reintroduced next year.
SB 956/HB 1275—Health Occupations Boards—Revisions
Last year, the General Assembly passed legislation creating a task force charged with making recommendations to standardize administrative processes
among health occupations boards where appropriate and to ensure greater fairness and transparency in the Boards’ disciplinary procedures. Their work
resulted in a variety of recommendations, all of which were included in HB 1275. Components of this bill were quite controversial, so the sub-committee to which the bill was assigned spent quite a bit of time discussing each part of it, as well as suggested amendments. In the end, this bill did not pass.
There simply was not enough time for the Senate committee to fully digest the complex changes that were made in the House. Too, the fiscal note may
have played a role in the bill’s demise.
Senate Bill 634—Professional Corporation-Professional Services-Multiple Professions
Introduced by Senator Catherine Pugh (D-Baltimore City), this bill would permit a chiropractor, or any other health occupation, to own stock in a
multi-specialty medical group, along with the various physician specialists. This bill passed easily.
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Senate Bill 789/House Bill 1460: State Board of Chiropractic and Massage Therapy Examiners - Terms of Members
Introduced by Senator Kathy Klausmeier (D-Baltimore County) and Delegate Jim Hubbard (D-Prince George’s County), this bill was pitched as
one that was more technical in nature, cleaning up what was deemed a poorly written bill that was introduced and passed last year. This bill moves up
the start date of terms for massage therapists serving on the State Board of Chiropractic and Massage Therapy Examiners to begin in May. Legislators
saw this as an innocuous bill and it passed easily.
As you know, the Task Force on Health Care Access and Reimbursement concluded 18 months of work prior to the start of the 2009 General Assembly
session. Their final recommendations resulted in several pieces of legislation this year, including:
SB 380/HB 255: Health Maintenance Organizations-Payments to Nonparticipating Providers--This bill, introduced by Sen. Rob Garagiola and
Del. Joseline Pena-Melnyk (D-Prince George’s County), respectively, attempts to reach a reasonable rate of payment for non-participating providers.
Unfortunately, the bill, as written, was complicated and focused on primarily on creating a better system for primary care physicians. We worked with
other provider groups to amend the bill, but these amendments were rejected. It is likely that legislation to broaden this bill in order to better address
reimbursements for all non-participating providers will be introduced in future session. Too, we are likely to see legislation, as in years past, to lift the
prohibition on balance billing.
SB 646/HB 526: Credentialing of Health Care Providers by Managed Care Organizations, Insurance Carriers and Hospitals—Introduced by
Sen. John Astle (D-Anne Arundel County) and Del. Bob Costa (R-Anne Arundel County), this bill simply attempts to standardize credentialing
paperwork between managed care organizations, insurance carriers and hospitals. This bill passed.
SB 627/HB 714: Loan Assistance Repayment and Practice Assistance for Physicians—This bill was introduced by Sen. Mac Middleton
(D-Charles County) and Del. John Donoghue (D-Washington County) and reorganizes a currently existing program in such a way that, now, it is solely
funded by state dollars instead of state and federal dollars, allowing more flexibility with the program and allowing the state to have more control over
determining who can participate. While Task Force meetings included discussion about allowing all providers and specialists to participate and to apply
for loan assistance, the bill, as it passed, applies only to those practicing in the following fields: primary care, family medicine, internal medicine, obstetrics, pediatrics, geriatrics, emergency medicine and psychiatry. This list of eligible practice areas could be expanded in the future to include others.
While there was significant discussion at Task Force meetings on encouraging providers to adopt and implement electronic medical records, no specific
recommendations were made on this topic. Nonetheless, SB 706/HB 706 was introduced by Senator Jim Rosapepe and Delegate Joseline PenaMelnyk, both representing District 21 in Prince George’s County/Anne Arundel County), that that requires the State to designate a health information
exchange and develop the outline of a long-term plan to incentivize providers to adopt and implement electronic medical records. This bill also would
eventually penalize providers who do not implement electronic medical records after a specified deadline (2015). This bill passed. We can expect more
legislation in the 2010 session.
Several bills aimed at further expanding access to health care for uninsured Marylanders were introduced during the 2009 General Assembly session.
Because of the substantial fiscal impact of these bills, including SB 813/HB 951-Health Care Affordability Act of 2009 and SB 515/HB 860-Healthy
Maryland Program, these bills failed. We fully expect these bills to return next year.
Next Steps
We should strategize on how best to follow up on the conversations we have had during the 2009 General Assembly regarding chiropractic supervision
of athletic trainers. Included in this plan of action should be meetings with the Maryland Athletic Trainers’ Association and the Board of Physicians. At
the appropriate time, we will take AMI to meet with Secretary Eloise Foster, Department of Budget and Management, to discuss a state-wide wellness
benefit plan. Also, within the next few months,
we will circle back to the Baltimore City
Council and Mayor about how best to move
forward on a Baltimore focused wellness benefit plan. We should also spend some time during
the summer and early fall months discussing
possible proactive legislation for next year.
We are pleased that some MCA folks have attended the Alexander & Cleaver policymaker
breakfasts and policy lunches. They are a
great opportunity for educating executive and
legislative leaders and networking with our
other clients. We are proud to be the face of
MCA in Annapolis and look forward to much
future success on your behalf.
MCA Journal |
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Classifieds

To place a classified ad in the MCA Journal please contact Molly Baldwin at 410-625-1155 or mollybaldwin@assnhqtrs.com.
DC Looking to be Hired - I am looking for an associate position or office coverage. DC/PT license PT/FT. Several years experience in wellness and PI offices, available immediately.
Contact Dr. Jai at 410-419-1440 or 443-919-5733. (6/09)
Chiropractic Assistant (C.A.) Seeking Employment - Chiropractic assistance seeking part to full time position in Glen Burnie/Annapolis/St.Mary’s area. Exemplary skills in PT
modalities and exercise instruction. 410-474-5719, references available on request. (5/09)
Chiropractic Assistant (C.A.) Wanted - Our practice is expanding, seeking FT, bilingual (Spanish/English) C.A. Locations in Montgomery and PG County. Benefit package. Fax
resume to 301-929-0245. EEO. (5/09)
Part Time Chiropractor Wanted - Chiropractor needed three afternoons a week for practice in Prince George’s County. PT privileges required. Fax resume to 703-905-4318. (9/09)
Associate Wanted - Baltimore County: Full time, must have PT license. Salary plus bonus. Includes MCA dues, malpractice, health, retirement plan, educational credits. Call
Dr. Goldwasser @ 410-484-6718 or e-mail carneychiropracticcenterllc@verizon.net. (8/09)
Associate Wanted - Full time supervisory DC with PT privileges needed to cover multi-offices as well as having a “home” office within the same organization. Base salary with
incentives offered. Call 301-434-6932/301-585-3200 or fax resume 301-434-6986 for more information. (8/09)
Associate Wanted - Gaithersburg, MD. Sole practitioner for established (20 yrs.) practice. Silding pay scale with unltd. top-end potential. Need exc. adj. skills, people skills + work
ethic. Exc. support staff in place. Dr. Steven Clark at (w) 443-637-4936, (cell) 301-351-5706, or drclark6@comcast.net. (8/09)
Associate Wanted - Physician-based fat burning nutrition program for safe weight and rapid inch loss. Generous compliance fees after licensing. Online orders, no inventory required.
Email philgarhealth@aol.com. (5/09)
Associate Wanted - Seeking a PT or FT associate w/ PT privileges in the Baltimore area. For more information call 443-962-9722 or send resume to smahoney8@yahoo.com. (7/09)
Associate Wanted - Germantown, MD - Seeking a FT associate w/ PT privileges. Must have good manual adjusting skills. Potential for buyout or partnership. Send resumes to
drkpdc@verizon.net or fax to 301-353-9435. (7/09)
Associate Wanted - Alexander Chiropractic Center is looking for a full-time associate with P.T. privileges to work in our beautiful Solomons Island, MD location. Very
professional and fast paced office. We offer great benefits. Please fax resume to 301-866-0044. (3/10)
Associate Wanted - Great opportunity for Chiropractor in well established Rehab Wellness Center located in Columbia, Maryland. Unique and excellent opportunity. Fax resume to
410-510-1200. (8/09)
Associate Wanted - Seeking a FT Associate w/ PT privileges for patient care / general clinic mgmt in Wheaton, Md. Personable, professional, motivated w/ good manual
adjusting skills. Excellent compensation package. Send resumes to mail@drcornfield.com or fax to 301-929-0245. (6/09)
Associates/Partners/Independent Contractors Wanted - Expanding multi-DC clinic in Baltimore. Large organized family practice looking for chiropractors to treating patients or
doing exclusively exams/consults. Full or part time. Additional clinic location planned for this year. Contact Dr. Huntington at 443-524-6604 or drerichuntington@aol.com. (5/10)
Chiropractic Office Coverage - Licensed DC with supervisory PT privileges. 15 years experience in Maryland, NCMIC insured. Multiple references and techniques. Kurt W. Hassel
DC, C.C.S.P. 443-939-PAIN (7246), drkurt2@yahoo.com. (5/09)
Chiropractic Office Coverage - Licensed, experienced and insured DC with PT privileges. Please contact at 410-901-2903 or dredachiro@bcctv.net. (8/09)
Chiropractic Office Coverage - “Leave your patients in the best of hands!” Supervisor, PT, Laser, fully insured. Private and Coverage practice since 1985. Great references. MCA
Discounts. Call Giuseppe ‘Dr. Joe’ Nunnari, 240-731-0264, drjoe.dc@verizon.net. (5/09)
Office Coverage - Want a break? Need a break? Whatever the reason, leave your practice in capable hands. 1998 Palmer graduate with 5 years clinic ownership experience. Licensed
DC with P.T. privileges ready to help. Call Dr. Gary Amaral at 410-365-6891 or email ahcps@verizon.net. (3/10)
Office Space to Share - Share office space in Arnold, Md. with opportunity to buy in. Call 410-353-7626 or email deebackdoc@aol.com. (7/09)
Office Space to Share - Save on overhead. Medical space share/sublease. New, luxurious 3,200 sq. ft.; 6 well-equipped treatment rooms and office in Wheaton. Staff available.
Call: 301-949-3668. (6/09)
Practice for Sale - Northern VA, 9 year old practice for sale. Well-located, easy access, price of starting from scratch, Dr. relocating out of state. Call 571-277-1550 or
atcdc@hotmail.com. (8/09)
Practice for Sale - Practice for Sale with Commercial Real Estate in Baltimore County. Over 50 years old family practice, owner retiring. Call Sam Reader at 480-575-7248. (8/09)
Practice for Sale - Charles County - Great location! Spacious and beautifully appointed office. Turnkey marketing program. The Paragon Group at 800-582-1812 or
www.eparagongroup.com. (5/09)
Practice for Sale - Prince George’s County - Long-established, well managed practice with excellent clinical reputation. Pre-qualified for financing. The Paragon Group at
800-582-1812 or www.eparagongroup.com. (5/09)
Practice for Sale - Montgomery County - Extremely profitable 20 year practice. Main line techniques. Owner retiring. The Paragon Group at 800-582-1812 or
www.eparagongroup.com. (5/09)
Buy In Opportunity (Baltimore area) - Make $125k your first year with annual increases. Full practice ownership through sweat equity. Includes practice management
(coaching) and tremendous seller assistance in the transition. Call Professional Practice Advisors, Inc. 800-863-9373. (5/09)
Equipment For Sale - Spinalign Intersegmental Traction Table, Model ASH-7000. Great condition, rarely used. Green. $1,500 OBO. 5 Tier Open Shelf X-ray File Unit. Light Gray.
$300 OBO. Contact: drchshaw@verizon.net or 410-357-4889. (5/09)
Equipment For Sale - Barnes Flexion/Distraction table with lateral and rotation. Pettibon table with adjustable head piece. Two Chattanogga legend electrostim/ Ultra Sound combo
units. All in good condition. 410-668-2266. (5/09)
Equipment For Sale - X-Ray Machine / Processor - Complete system - Pristine Condition / Low usage Bennett High Frequency 300se Orthopedic 4 way float top/high low
X-ray. Many extras included: Email: Mail@drcornfield.com or call Larry at 301-585-2225. Inventory / specs list available. (5/09)
Equipment for Sale - Myo-Logic MSM 7000 Range of Motion and Muscle Strength Diagnostic tool. $2,500 OBO. Call 410-456-5326. (8/09)
Office Equipment for Sale - Leander power flexion/distraction w/ pelvic drops. Relaxo therapy table. 2 Amrex stim units, Amrex ultrasound. Complete office set-up. MUCH MORE.
Email: drkurt2@yahoo.com for inventory list.” Call: 443-939-PAIN (7246). (5/09)

