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Welcome New Members
ACTIVE MEMBERS
Lance Loomis, DC
Baltimore, Md.
Lily Moezi-Vaziri, DC
McLean, Va.
Haydee Morrison, DC
Clarksville, Md.
Michael Zuschnitt, DC
Severna Park, Md.
MCA Past President Dr. Paul Henry (right) presents the late Joel Kruh
with the Special Award of Distinguished Service in September 2004 for
twenty years of dedicated service to MCA.

MCA Mourns Loss of Legal
and Legislative Counsel, Friend
By Donald. W. Hirsh, DC
Joel Kruh was the best friend that Maryland chiropractors ever had.
With his sudden passing on December 4, 2007, the chiropractic
community, his friends and family are left with a gigantic empty
feeling. Joel was larger than life.
Twenty three years ago, three visionaries, Drs. Howard Lewis, Audie Klingler and Isaac Goodman interviewed a young lawyer from
Baltimore during the MCA’s Annual Convention. This lawyer showed
up in a full length fur coat and slicked back hair, in Hagerstown no
less. What was he thinking (what were they thinking hiring someone dressed like that)? This young lawyer had excellent experience
belying his age and he dazzled them with his intellect and passion.
From the starting gate, Joel made inroads for the MCA as our General
Council and Lobbyist. No issue seemed too tough and Joel soon
earned the friendship and respect of key legislators in Annapolis.

CA MEMBERS
Kathleen Bushman
Salisbury, Md.
Gregory Mofﬁtt
Hanover, Pa.
Justin Weaver
Columbia, Md.

Looking back on Joel’s tenure reveals a string of successes that
make some of the big players’ records look average. In researching for this article I interviewed past chairmen of the Legislative Committee and past presidents. No one, I repeat no one,
can recall an issue or bill championed by Joel and the MCA that
was lost during these 23 years! Joel won these for us by deﬁning issues that were winnable and then by rolling up his sleeves
and working. Joel’s uncanny ability to spot a winner (Joel, thank
heavens you chose to bet on us, rather than the horses) and to
make and keep friends in high places will become legend.
I had the honor of eulogizing Joel at his funeral on behalf of the
entire chiropractic profession. The room was packed with at least
500 people. Many chiropractors were there but it was obvious that
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After Looking Back,
Our Future Looks Bright
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These are especially trying times both professionally and personally. Joel Kruh was a dear
friend of and an invaluable asset to our association. I want to express my condolences to
his family and many friends. The MCA and its members share in your loss. Joel’s history
with the association and love of our profession make him irreplaceable. The MCA has
arranged for temporary general council and all board members have made themselves
available to help the MCA move through this unfortunate transition period.
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Past President
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I have examined the goals and objectives of the MCA and I am proud to report that we
are accomplishing our goals. It is easy to understand, now that I have performed this
review, why we have the reputation for being one of the most successful associations in
the country. The MCA embraces the responsibility for handling everything an individual
chiropractor can’t possibly do on his or her own. We have not lost a legislative ﬁght in
years, we continuously battle with the insurance industry on your behalf, and we offer
outstanding continuing education programs, while at the same time remaining responsive
to the individual needs of our members. We will strengthen and expand these services we
provide to the profession and our members moving forward. As we do, my hope is that
more non-members will join us.
We will start the New Year with two important projects. First we will begin to develop
tools that will attract more patients to chiropractic. We will switch to a new Web site
designed speciﬁcally for the public. It will offer all the information necessary for a
prospective patient to begin to understand and choose chiropractic. It will assist them in
choosing a member and provide directions to their ofﬁce. We will promote the site, as
funds allow, referring more and more patients to member ofﬁces.
Our second project will enhance the CA training program, making it much more
attractive. Students report they love our instructor, Dr. Mike Fedorczyk and their passing
rate is impressive. We believe the program can be improved by reducing the cost, making
it more convenient to attend, broadening the topics covered, and making it more relevant
to current clinical conditions, all while enhancing the experience from the student’s
viewpoint. We anticipate that all of our members and non-members will send their staff to
our program. I look forward to announcing the dramatic changes to the program later in
the year.
I invite all of you to contact the association to offer your ideas and comments. This is your
association and it functions best if you tell us what you think and how we can serve you
best. I intend to improve our performance, grow our membership and attract more patients
to the member ofﬁces. I want your advice and support. With your collaboration, the MCA
and I can serve you and our profession much more effectively.
Sincerely,

Eric Grammer
Communications Manager

Molly Baldwin
Communications Assistant
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Rick Schmitt, DC

Facts about Record Keeping
By Scott H. Lawrence, DC, FAIHQ
After offering a seminar on the legal aspects of record keeping
in Maryland, I was asked to provide some weekly input for the
membership regarding the how’s and why’s of record keeping.
Currently, 80% of disciplinary action carried out by Maryland’s
Board of Chiropractic Examiners is related to problems with
record keeping. Remember, each of our records represent the
profession to the public. It is our goal to make chiropractic
records the standard for the professions. Following is my ﬁrst
installment:
Did you know that the contents of a patient record are
deﬁned by state regulation?

“

(c) Examination ﬁndings;
(d) Diagnoses;
(e) Treatment plan;
(f) SOAP notes;
(g) Financial records;
(h) Records of telephone conversations;
(i) Copies of correspondence and reports sent to other health
care providers, diagnostic facilities, and legal representatives;
(j) Records and reports
provided by other health care
providers and diagnostic
facilities; and
(k) The signed consent
of the patient or the parent or
guardian of a minor patient or
incompetent patient.

Currently, 80% of disciplinary action
carried out by Maryland’s Board of
Chiropractic Examiners is related to
problems with record keeping.

Under Title 10 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
MENTAL HYGIENE,
Subtitle 43 BOARD OF
CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS, Chapter 15 Record Keeping,
.03 Record Keeping, it states:
A. The chiropractor shall maintain accurate, detailed, legible,
and organized records, documenting all data collected
pertaining to the patient’s health status.
B. The chiropractor may not erase, alter, or conceal patient
records but shall initial and date any changes made in the
corresponding margin.

C. The Patient Record
(1) The chiropractor shall create a record for each patient.
(2) The chiropractor shall state the patient’s name or identiﬁcation number on each document contained in the patient record.
(3) The chiropractor shall include the following information in
the patient record:
(a) Chiropractor and clinic name identiﬁcation;
(b) Patient history;

”

D. Correspondence.
The chiropractor shall identify the name of the attending chiropractor, clinic name, address, and telephone number on patient
records and reports sent to another health care provider.
E. Maintenance and Release of Patient Records.
(1) The chiropractor shall keep conﬁdential all information
contained in the patient ﬁle, in accordance with Health-General
Article, Title 4, Subtitle 3, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(2) The chiropractor shall release patient records when release is:
(a) Authorized by the patient in writing; or
(b) Compelled by law.
(3) The chiropractor may assess fees for duplicating patient
records for the patient or for another health care provider in
accordance with Health-General Article, §4-304, Annotated Code
of Maryland.

continued on page 9
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Eye on Annapolis
Some Thoughts on the Loss of Our Friend
Paul Henry, DC, MCA Legislative Chair
In keeping with the dedication that our dear friend Joel Kruh
had for the profession, here is our legislative update. The recent
Special Session called by Governor O’Malley yielded some well
reported and interesting developments, but chiropractic appears
to have come through unscathed. No taxes on health care and no
adverse legislation. The biggest issue still pending involves the ongoing summer study review
of HB 1085 concerning the licensing of athletic
trainers. The MCA has strongly supported this
initiative and has cooperatively met with the
key legislators and the athletic trainer leadership to arrive at a workable solution. We cannot
however support the current proposed legislation which does not allow chiropractors to direct
trainers, instead restricting that function to
medical doctors only. We will continue to push
for full inclusion on this issue.
Revised Chiropractic Regulations are now in
effect with some signiﬁcant changes. The deﬁnition of and requirements for Supervising Chiropractors has been tightened up,
and Board fees increased for all categories. It is suggested that
doctors familiarize themselves with the new regulations.
Now some thoughts about Joel. He deeply loved his family and
friends, but he also loved chiropractic. He loved basketball and
the Terps, he loved baseball and Raffy, but for 23 years he lived
and breathed this profession, and did more for Maryland’s
doctors and their patients than anyone I’ve known. How many

horribly boring legislative hearings did he sit through while
patiently awaiting his turn to testify and set the record straight?
How many late night drives back home from Annapolis did he
make for us? The rights of chiropractors to be treated fairly was
what pushed Joel to be there championing our causes, and ﬁghting and most always winning our battles. Joel unfailingly set us on the right course or corrected us when
we strayed. I don’t know how we’ll do it but we will
carry on and continue the ﬁght to protect chiropractic rights as relentlessly as he did.
So many of my personal memories of serving this
profession center around times I spent with Joel:
whether sitting through those hearings, whispering
in the back the whole time about politics, sports
or family as we waited; or huddled around his and
Madlyn’s kitchen table late into the night with the
Legislative Committee as we plotted our strategies
and debated, sometimes heatedly, our tactics. We
will fondly remember his marathon “I’ll be brief” legislative reports, and that wild golf swing which produced some of the most
hellacious slices ever seen.
We’re going to miss all that but most of all we’re going to
miss the man. So thanks Joel, for being there for us, for being
our friend, and for being a part of our chiropractic family. We
couldn’t have done it without you.

NPI Updates
REMINDER: Get Your NPI
Number Now!

If you have a group provider number with Medicare, you are to
use your individual NPI number in Boxes 17b and 24J and your
organization NPI number in Boxes 32a and 33a. Use your
medicare group number (legacy number) in Box 33b.

This is a friendly reminder from the MCA for all members to get
their NPI number as soon as possible even if you bill on paper.
Also, as it relates to NPI, members can notify CareFirst by going
on CareFirst direct at www.CareFirst.com.

For All Other Insurance Carriers:

When Using Medicare
If you have an individual provider number with Medicare, you
are to use your individual NPI number in Boxes 17b, 24J, 32a
and 33a. Use your medicare provider number (legacy number)
in Box 33b.
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It is encouraged that all doctors get two numbers if they are
incorporated or an LLC. Get an individual NPI for the individual
and get an organizational NPI for the entity you own – corp LLC
etc. All doctors must have an individual NPI – Medicare requires
it and all other major insurance carriers will be using them by
May 2008. Other insurance carriers have not said how they want
the numbers used. That will follow in the coming months.

It is with a very heavy heart that I write this month’s C-PAC report. We have lost a friend, adviser and member of our community.
Joel will be greatly missed by me and many members of our association who were fortunate enough to get to know him. I’ll miss our
weekly calls and Convention visits to the bar.
The PAC is healthy at the end of 2007. After my ﬁrst year as Treasurer, I would like to once again thank Dr. Jim LeVan now that I
know what he did during the many years he was Treasurer.
Have a safe and healthy holiday and New Year.
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ACA Update
By Audie Klingler, DC - ACA Maryland Delegate

ACA Supports Battle Against
Anti-Chiropractic Organization
For over a year, ACA has carefully followed the actions of
“VOCA – Victims of Chiropractic Abuse,” an anti-chiropractic
organization. In the past, there has been little opportunity to
take any meaningful legal action in response to VOCA’s
activities because its statements have been protected by the
First Amendment. However, given recent developments, our
legal counsel is taking a closer look at the situation.
Because VOCA has focused its efforts in Connecticut, ACA has
worked closely with the Connecticut Chiropractic Association
(CCA) on this issue. Following an ACA Executive Committee
(EC) teleconference on Dec. 12, the EC recommended several
steps to support the efforts of the CCA in countering any inappropriate activities by the group, including a contribution to CCA
from the National Chiropractic Legal Action Fund (NCLAF).
This contribution which would help to defray CCA’s legal
expenses to date, was approved unanimously by both the ACA
Board of Governors and the NCLAF Executive Committee.
ACA will continue to work closely with CCA, other
chiropractic organizations and with appropriate legal and
regulatory bodies in Connecticut and other states to protect the
chiropractic profession and end the misinformation spread by
VOCA. Please watch Week in Review and other ACA
communications for more information on this issue.
To contribute to NCLAF, please visit
http://www.acatoday.org/pdf/blankform.pdf.

Chiropractic Message Takes
Center Stage in Times Square
Beginning next week, the American Chiropractic Association
(ACA) will sponsor an educational video spot in New York
City’s Times Square, one of the world’s most famous and
visible advertising venues.
The 15-second video promoting chiropractic will air twice per
hour on the CBS “Super Screen” from Dec. 18 through Jan.
1—which includes the famous Times Square New Year’s Eve
celebration. The 26-by-20-foot screen is positioned at 42nd St.
between 7th and 8th Avenues in the heart of Times Square Plaza.
“This prime location is visited by more than 1.5 million people
daily during the busy holiday season,” noted ACA President
Glenn Manceaux, DC. “This high-visibility video promotion
ties in with ACA’s commitment to raising public awareness and
patient utilization of chiropractic.”
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The video message highlights chiropractic’s effectiveness in
treating neuromusculoskeletal conditions, as well as its role in
improving overall health, and encourages consumers to
“Discover Chiropractic.” The video also directs viewers to
ACA’s Web site where they can ﬁnd an ACA member doctor.
Following the 15-day promotion in New York City, the video
will be altered to include an audio track and will then be made
available to interested state chiropractic associations and other
organizations.
For more information about ACA’s efforts on behalf of its
members, visit the association’s Web site at
www.ACAtoday.org.

Latest on the Medicare Physician
Fee Schedule
Negotiations Between the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate Stall as Session Winds Down
At press time, House and Senate negotiations continue, albeit
at a snail’s pace, on legislation to stop a large portion of the cut
to Medicare physician payment rates scheduled to go into effect
Jan. 1. Congress must address this issue via legislation if
Medicare providers are to be spared any or all of the 10-12
percent cut. The time is NOW to contact your legislators in
Washington and demand that cuts to Medicare providers be
shelved. Please visit the ACA Legislative Action Center to
make your voice heard!

UHC Aims to Improve Customer
Service
In response to complaints UnitedHealthcare (UHC) has
received from patients and doctors alike, UHC is pledging
to improve its customer service. UHC’s goals include: communicating to doctors and patients about how claims will be
paid on the actual date of service, reimbursing providers more
quickly, and providing UHC employees with incentives based
on quality and patient advocacy rather than just productivity.
A UHC representative also indicated the UHC plans to resolve
billing issues within two days or less. ACA looks forward to
hearing from our providers in regard to any noticeable changes
in UHC’s business practices. Read more about UHC’s improvements by visiting
http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/071204/unitedhealth.html?.v=3.

Maryland Studies Physician
Pay Rates
After enduring years of complaints from doctors, who assert
that they’re not being paid fairly, the state of Maryland has established a new task force to consider whether reimbursement
is a problem. The state already concedes that it’s in the bottom
quarter of all states nationally for physician reimbursement;
now it wants to determine whether such rates are discouraging
physicians from coming to or staying in the state.
The task force will not only look at rates, but also whether the
fact that health plans CareFirst and UnitedHealthcare dominate the state’s health insurance market that has injured physicians. It will also try to get a better sense of how many of the
state’s 22,000-odd licensed physicians are in practice rather
than retired, teaching or in administrative positions.

Are You Satisfied? Medicare
Survey Aims to Find Out
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has
begun its third annual Medicare Contractor Provider Satisfaction Survey (MCPSS) to a new sample of Medicare providers.
The survey is designed to collect quantiﬁable data on provider
satisfaction levels with key services performed by the
Medicare fee-for-service contractors.
CMS will contact approximately 35,000 randomly selected
providers, including physicians and other health care
practitioners, suppliers and institutional facilities that serve
Medicare beneﬁciaries across the country. If you are selected
to participate in the survey, you will be notiﬁed by the end of
this month.
CMS urges all Medicare providers who are selected to participate in the MCPSS to complete and return their surveys upon
receipt. CMS plans to make the survey results available in
July 2008. The survey can be completed in about 15 minutes,
and providers can submit their responses via a secure Web
site, mail, fax or over the telephone. The full survey results
and further information about the MCPSS are available at
www.cms.hhs.gov/MCPSS/.

ACA Live TeleSeminars: All New
Topics for 2008!
Chiropractic Care for Otitis Media: Clinical Rationale, State
of Research and Treatment Protocols
Presented by: Elise Hewitt, DC, CST, DICCP, President,
ACA Council on Chiropractic Pediatrics
Date: January 15, 2007 ~ 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. (ET)
Did you know that Otitis media is the most common pediatric
disorder in the U.S. and accounts for over one-third of all visits to the pediatrician? This seminar will teach chiropractors

everything they need to know to successfully manage children
with chronic otitis media. Dr. Hewitt will also cover the
clinical rationale behind chiropractic care for otitis media to
help chiropractors provide clear explainations to parents.
Go to www.acatoday.org/level2_csscfm?T1ID=15&T2ID=128
to register.

Old Technology Hampers FDA’s
Ability to Fulfill Mission
The Federal Drug Administration’s Advisory Science Board’s
subcommittee on Science and Technology recently evaluated
some of the FDA’s policies and processes. The subcommittee
found that FDA’s I.T. infrastructure is not sufﬁcient to enable
the agency to do its job properly. Problems include the use of
old and unreliable technology to conduct important investigations, handwritten inspector reports and the inability to quickly
analyze and compare reports on product dangers. Go to
www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/FDA25301-1.html to
read the full article.

Medicare Finalizes Quality
Measures Reporting List; Doctors
of Chiropractic Eligiable
Through the leadership of the American Chiropractic
Association (ACA), doctors of chiropractic will soon be
eligible to participate in Medicare’s quality reporting program,
known as the Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI).
In 2008, the program will include 119 quality measures,
including two applicable to chiropractic.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
ﬁnalized the 2008 measures in mid-November. Beginning Jan.
1, doctors of chiropractic can report on measures related to
“pain assessment prior to initiation of patient treatment,” and
“adoption/use of health information technology.”
“The inclusion of quality measures applicable to chiropractic
care in the 2008 PQRI affords our profession an opportunity to
strengthen its involvement in the promotion of quality patient
care,” said ACA President Glenn Manceaux, DC. “The
ACA urges doctors of chiropractic to participate in PQRI.
To assist doctors in this endeavor, the association will soon
release chiropractic-speciﬁc information and practical tips to
help educate clinic staff on the reporting process and to ensure
proper documentation.”
The PQRI program has established a ﬁnancial incentive for
doctors of chiropractic and other health care providers to
participate. Chiropractors who successfully report a designated
set of quality measures on claims for dates of service from Jan.
1 to Dec. 31, 2008, may earn a bonus payment estimated to be
between 1.5 and 2.0 percent of submitted claims.
To read the full article go to
www.acatoday.com/press_css.cfm?CID=2611.
MCA Journal |
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continued from page 3

(4) The chiropractor shall maintain records in accordance with
Health-General Article, §4-403, Annotated Code of Maryland.
Paragraph A is among the most problematic for many doctors
of chiropractic. Records must be accurate, detailed, legible,
and organized, and document all data collected pertaining to
the patient’s health status. Please look at your records and
determine if it meets these criteria. It’s not just a good idea, it’s
the law.

Volunteers Needed for Arthritis
Foundation’s Arthritis Walk
Insurance Updates At Your Fingertips!
As an exclusive member beneﬁt, the MCA has posted
recent insurance updates you need to know about all on
one convenient webpage! Simply go to
www.marylandchiro.com/members/insurance.html to
read the latest insurance news.
Keep checking this page as new updates will be added.

This spring the MCA will be sponsoring the Arthritis
Foundation’s Arthritis Walk!
TEAM MCA is looking for doctors around the state to
participate with their patients. There will be eight locations around
the state in which to volunteer.
Please contact Adam Fidel, DC at 410-484-5642 or
Fidelchiropractic@comcast.net to volunteer now!
More information will be available soon so keep checking the
MCA Web site at www.marylandchiro.com.
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ICA

By Eric Huntington, DC
ICA Maryland Delegate

Report

First Chiropractic Pediatrics
Research Symposium Issues Final
Call for Papers

The Review Committee for the First Pediatrics Research Symposium presented by the ICA Council on Chiropractic Pediatrics
has issued a last call to ﬁeld practitioners and college faculty
for abstracts. The deadline for submissions is December 31,
2007. The Symposium, to be held in conjunction with a Pediatrics Conference, April 18-20, in the Gold Coast, Queensland,
Australia, is co-sponsored by the Chiropractors’ Association of
Australia and the New Zealand College of Chiropractic.
The Research Review Committee comprises of Joan Fallon,
DC, FICCP, MSc (USA); Heidi Haavik-Taylor, BSc (Chiro),
PGDip (Science), Director of Research, New Zealand College
of Chiropractic; Henry Pollard, GradDipChiro, PhD, Director of Research, Dept of Health and Chiropractic, Macquarie
University, Australia; and Joyce Miller, DC, FACO, FCC,
University of Bournemouth, UK.
“The purpose of this symposium,” said Dr. Joan Fallon, chair
of the Committee, “is to encourage research in chiropractic
pediatrics and also to showcase the best current pediatric research. Papers for presentation will be selected with the goal of
creating a baseline of current and recent research and to identify
critical new research into conservative pediatric care.”
Research submissions should be in the areas of:
• Chiropractic pediatric clinical care
• Basic science research with applicability to
chiropractic pediatrics
• Chiropractic pediatric education
• Population/surveillance studies of pediatric population
Priority will be given to original research with direct applicability to chiropractic pediatric practice. Abstracts should be
between 300-500 words and submitted as a Word document and
emailed. Hard copies will not be accepted.
Deadline for abstract submission is December 31, 2007 and
should be emailed to JCCPediatrics@yahoo.com. Authors of
selected papers will be notiﬁed by January 31, 2008, and will
be expected to submit full papers by March 15, 2008.
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For information about the Australia Conference and Symposium
visit the Pediatric Council’s website at www.icapediatrics.com.

CA Educates New Corps of
Chiropractors as Wellness
Certification Shifts in ‘08
The International Chiropractors Association is pleased to announce
it will conduct its landmark Chiropractic Wellness Certiﬁcation
series for 2008 in Dallas, Portland and Philadelphia. “This groundbreaking educational program has proven to be one of the most
successful certiﬁcation offerings in chiropractic, with well over
3,500 chiropractors, students and chiropractic assistants having
taken one or more of the four on-sire modules since its inauguration
in 2004,” said ICA President Dr. John K. Maltby.
ICA will conduct the onsite instruction in four weekend modules
as follows: Dallas, Feb. 23-24, April 5-6, June 28-29 and Oct. 4-5;
Portland, March 8-9, May 31-June 1, Sept. 13-14 and Oct. 18-19
and Philadelphia, May 17-18, July 12-13, Aug. 23-24 and Nov. 1-2.
A program of the ICA Council on Wellness Science, the
certiﬁcation series is taught by James L. Chestnut, B.Ed., MSc.,
DC, CCWP, and Richard A. Baxter, B.Eng., DC, both of whom
practice in Victoria, B.C., and are highly acclaimed for their grasp
of the subject and understanding of its relevance to the practitioner.
“There is information in this program linking the importance of
every arena of your life,” said Craig McDowell, DC, Gafney,
S.C. “Too many people think it is one area only. What wellness
does is show how everything ﬁts together to bring total
wellness with scientiﬁc data to back it all up.” Guy Lasich, DC,
of Marquette, MI., declared that the certiﬁcation “is so needed in
the profession at large. We need many more of these.” Brandon
Cooper, DC, of New York City, added: “I love the ways that this
teaching can be applied to my practice on a daily basis.”
Instruction emphasizes validation of the chiropractic wellness
paradigm plus wellness nutrition and natural health, wellness
physical ﬁtness and spinal hygiene and wellness state of mind,
emotional health and secrets of eliciting patient lifestyle change.
The certiﬁcation plan consists of an eight-part program taught in
four twelve-hour on-site modules and four at-home sessions. A
ﬁnal examination is required for postgraduate wellness
accreditation as a Certiﬁed Chiropractic Wellness Practitioner
(C.C.W.P.), by the ICA Wellness Council. The program is open

to chiropractic students and chiropractic assistants under special
guidelines.
“The Chiropractic Wellness Certiﬁcation gives practitioners
practical research and science-based data in a growing ﬁeld that
is increasingly relevant because it addresses important health
issues in which chiropractors can or already do excel,” said Dr.
Maltby. “Those who complete the curriculum build genuine
understanding of the founding philosophic principles of
chiropractic. They also are equipped to ﬁll an important lifestyle
and public health gap in their communities by becoming a sound
source of evidence-based wellness living.”
Dr. Chestnut operates a chiropractic wellness practice in
Victoria, B.C. He received his Doctor of Chiropractic degree
from Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College in 2000, and
holds a Master of Science in exercise physiology and Bachelor
of Education with distinction from the University of Victoria.
The author of four books and several peer-reviewed scientiﬁc
articles, he speaks worldwide on the scientiﬁc validation of
chiropractic family practice and on genetically congruent living,
The Innate LifestyleTM.
Dr. Baxter holds a degree in mechanical engineering from the
Royal Military College of Canada and a Doctor of Chiropractic
(cum laude) in 2000 from CMCC. He was awarded his FICPA
designation in 2000. Together with Dr. Chestnut, he co-founded
Discover Chiropractic Family Wellness Centre in Victoria,
where he practices full-time.
For Wellness Certiﬁcation seminar information and
registration, visit ICA’s website at www.chiropractic.org, e-mail
wellness@chiropractic.org, or call ICA at 800-423-4690. For
certiﬁcation and membership beneﬁts visit the ICA Council on
Wellness Science at
www.chiropractic.org/wellnesssciencecouncil. For Dr.
Chestnut’s lecture schedule and practice resources, go to
www.thewellnesspractice.com.

Prohibited Inducements in
Medicare and Medicaid
The US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) continue
to rigidly enforce the federal rules that strictly prohibit Medicare
and Medicaid providers from giving beneﬁciaries any sort of
goods or services that might be interpreted as “prohibited inducements” to select one provider over another for covered health care
services. According to the “Special Advisory Bulletin” issued by
the HHS Ofﬁce of Inspector General, “…a person who offers or
transfers to a Medicare or Medicaid beneﬁciary any remuneration that the person knows or should know is likely to inﬂuence
the beneﬁciary’s selection of a particular provider, practitioner or
supplier of Medicare or Medicaid payable items or services may
be liable for civil monetary penalties (CMPs) of up to $10,000 for
each wrongful act.”
HHS has reported that they will interpret the prohibition to apply
to any gift offered or provided to program beneﬁciaries that has a
retail value of more than $10 individually, or a cumulative value
of more than $50 in a calendar year. “This prohibition has serious
implications for the chiropractic practitioner since even the provision of transportation to and from a chiropractic appointment as a
courtesy to the Medicare patient becomes a violation of this rule
if the value of that transportation exceeds $10,” said ICA Medicare Committee Chair Dr. Michael Hulsebus. “This prohibition applies to both participating and non-participating Medicare
providers and all providers, suppliers, etc. in the joint
state-federal Medicaid program.
Go to www.marylandchiro.com/2007medicare.htm to read the
full article.
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PartnersPavillion
Saluting MCA’s 2007 Partners!
Gold Partner
Alternative Medicine Integration
http://www.alternativemedicineint.com
Silver Partner

Thanks to
MCA Supporters
MCA has a Supporting Membership category
for suppliers of goods and services. We
encourage you to consider the following
2007 Supporting Members when making
purchases. Support those that support YOU!
Alternative Medicine Integration
Linda R. Eldridge
847-433-9947
American Specialty Health
R. Friesen, D.C.
619-578-2000
Anabolic Laboratories, Inc.
Bryan Miller
410-296-7574

Anabolic Laboratories, Inc.
http://www.anaboliclabs.com

Impact Coaching, LLC
Larry Berlin, DC
410-990-0991

Bronze Partner

Metro Marketing
Laurie Dengel
800-696-7788

Nutri-West Mid Atlantic
http://www.nutriwest.com/distrib/index.htm

NCMIC Insurance Co.
Doyle Swope
515-313-4500 x4572

Have YOU Been Receiving MCA Update?
The Maryland Chiropractic Association has
been distributing MCA Update, the association’s
e-mail newsletter for well over a year. Have you
been receiving a copy in your email? If you did
not receive MCA Update in your email during
December, please call MCA headquarters at
410-625-1155 to conﬁrm that we have your
correct email address on ﬁle.
The MCA Update is distributed to members
the ﬁrst week of every even month (February,
April, June, August, October, and December)
so members can stay abreast of the latest news
concerning legislative action, MCA’s education
offerings, etc. during months when the MCA Journal is not mailed.

Nutri-West Mid Atlantic
Nadine Carrick
302-478-5090
Park Heights Medical Center
Eugene Barg
410-466-4977
Plymouth Bell Laboratories
Marc Cienkowski
215-646-8436
Take Shape for Life
Garon Boyd
202-498-3852
Z-Coil Pain Relief Footwear
Lisa Valentine
410-987-0007

Looking for Jurisprudence CE?
MCA’s convenient Jurisprudence CE Course makes it easy for you to get this
credit hour in your own time and on your own schedule.
How Does it Work?
Sign up for the MCA Jurisprudence CE course, and you will be
sent the course materials via mail. Study the materials, stop by our
headquarters, and take the test on your own time. It’s that easy!
You may make an appointment to take the test at MCA
headquarters OR in conjunction with any of our other educational
offerings.
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Tuition
$25 for MCA members
$50 for non-members

Registration
Registration materials are available online at
www.marylandchiro.com/jurisprudencece.htm.
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continued from front page
Joel touched the lives of more than chiropractors. People from
all walks of life were there from clients, elected ofﬁcials, lobbyists, journalists, lawyers and friends and family. Even though we
thought Joel was our own, so did everyone else. That was very
telling of Joel’s exceptional ability to cultivate relationships. The
profound sense of loss was palpable in the chapel.
Most lawyers delve into their clients matters and represent their
interests with an assertive style and a professional commitment.
Joel would have none of that. His commitment was far more
than professional. In my remarks I expressed what most of the
chiropractors who had the pleasure of working with Joel already
knew, that Joel loved chiropractic and chiropractors more than
any chiropractor that we have ever met.
Joel, we’ll miss your smile, laugh, friendship and your love of
the MCA and chiropractic. Somehow we will move on and ﬁll
this giant void. One day, we will ﬁnd your wisdom and learn
what ﬁghts to pick and who to befriend. Until then we will hang
on to your last words for dear life. Joel, you made us proud and
we hope we will do likewise. Goodbye my friend.
A guestbook has been established in Joel’s name. If you would
like to leave your condolences, memories and thoughts for Joel’s
family please visit
http://www.legacy.com/BaltimoreSun/GB/GuestbookViewaspx?P
ersonId=99124037.
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I Will Remember You...
“Joel has left his family with many wonderful memories and
while he has been our friend he has left us as Maryland
chiropractors with opportunities we wouldn’t have today
without him. Thank you Joel, we’ll miss you!”
-Adam & Ilene Fidel
“Since Joel left us, I have been ﬂooded with memories. The
day he was introduced to the Maryland Chiropractic
Association some 20 years ago, I was there. And I sat next to
him at his last Board meeting. In between, he was always there
for us. He gave his time freely. He was truly the face of the
Association. Simply put, he dedicated his life to chiropractic,
and he can never be replaced.”
-Norman Spector, DC
“Joel was hired as a lobbyist, served as our legal council,
always attended our meetings and events, but most importantly,
he was always a friend to the MCA and particularly to all of us
who served on the board of directors. He worked with us day
and night, many times into the late hours of the night. We will
miss him.”
-Howard F. Lewis, DC
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Classifieds
To place a classiﬁed ad in the MCA Journal, please send it in writing, along with appropriate payment, to MCA, 720 Light St., Baltimore,
MD 21230. The cost for a 25-word ad is $15 for MCA members (2 issues for $25) or $25 per issue for non-members. The next issue is set
for distribution on March 1, 2008. The deadline for classiﬁeds is February 15.
Associate Position Desired - MD/PT license PT/FT. Several years experience in wellness and PI ofﬁces, available immediately. Contact
Dr. Jai at 410-419-1440 or 443-919-5733. (3/08)
Doctors and Practices Wanted - Sport and Spine Rehab is a regional multi-specialty, multi-location company dedicated to providing
the highest level of care to the community. We are currently interviewing DC’s with PT Privileges for clinic director positions in Maryland, DC and Virginia and looking for practices interested in joining our organization. For more information contact Dr. Jay Greenstein at
drjay@ssrehab.com. (7/08)
Associate Wanted - Well established chiropractic clinic in Kent Island, Md. looking for a high energy, motivated associate, PT privileges a plus. We offer a competitive salary, incentive bonus package and full beneﬁts. Send cover letter and resume to Adam Santavicca at
adam@cbayadvisory.com. (3/08)
Associate Wanted - Expanding practice with immediate opening in Takoma Park, MD seeking FT, MD License with PT privileges,
high energy, motivated doctors with good manual adjusting and communication skills. Spanish speaking helpful. Contact Larry at
301-585-2225, sscmail@drcornﬁeld.com, or fax resume to 301-929-0245. (1/08)
Associate Wanted - Associate doctor needed for growing practice in Waldorf, Md. Full time position available. Competitive salary and
incentives. Need Maryland license with PT privileges. Call 301-638-7300. (1/08)
Associate Wanted - Great opportunity for D.C. with PT privileges in Hillcrest Heights, MD. Excellent pay with beneﬁts. Straight salary, bonus or partnership opportunities with potential to make six ﬁgure income. Send resume to chirohb@yahoo.com or
fax 301-899-0918. (1/08)
Associate Wanted - Established sports injury ART/Graston practice in Montgomery County. Practice is adding a second location in a
health club. Potential associate must be ART, Graston, CSCS certiﬁed (or in process). Contact Dr. Steve Horwitz, Maryland Sports Injury
Center, 301-254-5571, drsteve@youcanbeﬁt.com, www.marylandsportsinjurycenter.com. (1/08)
Associate Wanted - 58 year old family clinic in NW Baltimore seeks upbeat chiropractor with PT privileges. High tech, highly organized,
expanding ofﬁce. Health, life, malpractice insurance and 401 K matching program and buy out. Call Dr. Worley 410-456-5326. (9/08)
Associate Wanted - Chiropractic ofﬁce located in Columbia, MD, seeking a motivated and success minded Chiropractor to join our
team. Salary, bonus and beneﬁts. Fax resume to 410-510-1200. (11/07)
Associate/Partnership Opportunities - We are a multiple practice organization now accepting applications for immediate and future
opportunities. New and existing locations. Schmitt.Rick@gmail.com or fax 301-970-2273. (7/08)
Chiropractic Assistant Wanted - Family practice in Northwest Baltimore ofﬁce in a warm environment. Health insurance,
pension, vacation pay and great patients. Call Dr. Adam Fidel (ofﬁce): 410-484-5642 or (cell): 410-917-2282 or email
Fidelchiropractic@comcast.net. (3/08)
Ofﬁce Coverage - Md. D.C. with PT- available immediately, good rates, experience in a variety of ofﬁces, utilizes several techniques,
masters in sports health science, contact Dr. Jai at 410-419-1440. (3/08)
Ofﬁce Coverage - For rapidly expanding business. Work when you want. Buy in option. Must be willing to travel/overnight. Licensed
D.C. with P.T. privileges minimum. Call Dr. Gary Amaral at 410-365-6891 or email ahcps@verizon.net. (11/08)
Ofﬁce Coverage - Licensed DC with PT privileges & supervisor status. Over 10 years experience. Good patient rapport and
satisfaction, conﬁdent adjusting skills, NCMIC insured. Call Dr. Don Brennan at 410-206-7369 or DRDBRENN@aol.com. (1/08).
Ofﬁce Coverage - Licensed DC with PT privileges. 15 years experience in MD, NCMIC insured. Multiple references and techniques.
Kurt W. Hassel D.C., C.C.S.P. 410-255-8428, dr.kurt2@hotmail.com. (11/07)
Ofﬁce Coverage - Licensed, experienced, laser certiﬁed and insured DC with PT privileges. Please contact at 410-901-2903 or
dredachiro@bcctv.net. (7/08)
Ofﬁce Coverage - “Leave your patients in the best of hands!” Reputable. Reliable. Interactive. Many references. Over 21 yrs.
practice exp. MCA Discount. Giuseppe “Dr. Joe” Nunnari Call: 240-731-0264 or Email: drjoe.dc@verizon.net (5/08)
Practice for Sale - Baltimore County - Subluxation-based, internally referred wellness practice. Ideal location, prominent signage on
high-trafﬁc thoroughfare. The Paragon Group 800-582-1812 or www.eparagongroup.com. (11/07)
Practice for Sale - Baltimore County - Growing practice in spacious, equipped ofﬁce. $200K in 2006 adjusted net income, high number new patients. Priced to sell. The Paragon Group 800-582-1812 or www.eparagongroup.com. (11/07)
Practice for Sale - In Prince George’s and Washington counties. Call The Paragon Group at 800-582-1812 or visit our Web site at
www.eparagongroup.com. (11/07)
Ofﬁce to Share - Large ofﬁce to share in desirable White Flint medical building in Bethesda. Exclusive use of both consultation ofﬁce and
treatment room available. Ofﬁce is handicapped accessible and close to Metro. 301-493-9400. (1/08)
Commercial Real Estate Available - Established 20+ years large volume family clinic in Baltimore County. Well trained staff. Doctor
retiring. Commercial real estate available. Call Sam Reader 928-282-8434. (3/08)
Prime Lease - Medical Ofﬁce, Ocean City, MD- Assume lease of either 900 or 1700 sq. ft., luxurious, modern, adjoined ofﬁces. Fully
furnished with xrays (min fee). Turnkey. Call Jim at 410-352-3556. (11/07)
Free Equipment - Tilt top x-ray table with bucky, portable 3x6 ft. lead screen walls, colonic equipment, x-ray control with transformer,
traction table, heat lamps, ﬂat tables, whirlpool tank and hundreds of journals. Call our esteem colleague, friend and pontiﬁcation expert, Dr.
Charlie Cooper, 410-235-5640. (1/08)

